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They seem to lose all self-respect, and, in order to
annoy, have no hesitation in boasting of crimes they
have never committed. A man of pure morals will not
scruple to say that he has been guilty of immorality
with the wife or mother of his opponent; and a woman
will make a similar boast of her freedom with the hus-
band of the woman with whom she is quarrelling. The
commonest form of abuse is that in which the female
relatives of an enemy are declared to be all that is bad.
The Hindus generally, and especially the Bengalis,
are *a very litigious race. Either Arrian did not know
the people, or they have changed. It seems as if they
could not be happy without a lawsuit. To many it is
an amusement, as hunting and shooting are to the
British. "The natives regard a court of law, not as the
bulwark of the innocent and the refuge of the wronged,
but as a prize-ring which affords a fair field and no
favour ; a stock exchange where fortunes are to be
made by cleverness and industry, and lost by careless-
ness and stupidity; where all men have an equal chance,
and no one must rely on the justness of his cause, or the
blamelessness of his life, or any such natural advantage
which he may possess over his fellows. The wealthiest
and most respected man of the district will often be one
who dates his prosperity from a suit which, as every one
is well aware, was brought to a successful termination
by unlimited perjury, and a document discovered at the
bottom of a chest in the zenana just in time to be pro-
duced in court. His neighbours speak of him as the
society of an English provincial town speak of a man
who began life behind a counter, and ends it in the
parlour of a county bank, whither he had pushed his way
by dint of prudence and frugality." *

* "The Competition Wallah," p. 227.